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Rock Ledge Ranch Historic Site: Colorado History Summer Field Trips

& ENTRANCE & PARKING: 3105 Gateway Road . \/ ., THIS IS AN
(at the entrance to the Garden of Gods, turn left) OUTDOOR
The group leader will enter through the
Admission Hut to report the number of youth PROGRAM!
and adults for admission. Please advise
Adult (18+) supervision is  required at children and adults to

1 adult per 10 youth.

: dress in clothing,
Groups are expected to be broken into age _ g
groups, and assigned separate historic sites to suitable for outdgor
rotate throughout during the visit. work, and changing

weather conditions!

E Safety and General Rules:

' R
" 'm dPlease advise attendees nothing may be

iremoved from Rock Ledge Ranch Historic Site,
‘WE‘ 'including, but not limited to: flowers, rocks,
' plants, etc.

-

_RECYCLE |

v @Keep all persons on marked trails only.  Please
iprevent children from climbing fences, trees,
'buildings, structures or farm

‘equipment.

io aNo one may feed, handle, or pet any
'livestock or indigenous wildlife.

RESTROOMS & drinking
fountains are located
on the North side of the
Carriage House and at the Studio.
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Rock Ledge Ranch Historic Site Timeline

17750 1800s: The Ute people inhabited the area near
Camp Creek

1860s: Westward expansion. Walter Galloway
homesteaded on the Ranch land.

1874-1900: At the peak of the Victorian Era, the land
was purchased from Galloway by the Chambers family,
and the Rock Ledge House was built. They planted an ap-
ple and cherry tree orchard, farmed, and built a steam
greenhouse.

In the 1860s, Colorado Springs became a popular destina-
tion for tuberculosis (TB) patients. Doctors recommended
sunny, dry climate to cure the disease. The Chambers
Family boarded some of these settlers.

1900-1907: General William Palmer purchased the
estate from the Chambers Family, then commissioned
Thomas MacLaren to architect the Orchard House. It was
built for his sister -in-law and her husband, the Sclaters.
The house was completed in 1907. After the death of
General Palmer in 1909, the Sclaters relocated to

England.

Present Day: The City of Colorado Springs Parks,
Recreation and Cultural Services Department operates
and maintains the Historic Site, offering historic tours
during the summer and special events throughout the year.




Rock Ledge Ranch Historic Site: Colorado History Summer Group Field Trips

Rock Ledge Ranch Historic Site Activities

Pond : This man -made pond is fed by natural, underground springs. Many mammals,
reptiles, amphibians, insects, and plants make their home here.
How many can you find?

1 Turtle 1 Frog
T Carp 1 Muskrat
1 Blue Gill 1 Dragonfly
T Red Wing 1 Canadian
Blackbird Goose

Blue Heron 1 Squirrel
¢ Cat-Tail 1 Mallard Duck
1 Moss 1 Bees

How many trees can you identify around the pond?
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Rock Ledge House

7 This house was built in A\
/1874 -1875 for the
Chambers family. It had 3\

i no electricity. "\_
i Refrigerators had not \
I been invented. To keep
' milk, eggs, fruit, and
; vegetables cool and fresh,
| the family kept them in
i a: A. Spring House I

B. Compost Pile

\ C. Barn 4
\\ D. Root Cellar /--/ When the health seekers came to Colorado Springs to take
k- / Jthe oclimate cured6, some rente
A'\_ 7 House. These people often sat outside on the porch in the
\'~\ ',“/ summer to breathe the dry, fresh air. How many porches
N - does this house have?

See if you can locate the following things near the Rock Ledge House and Apple Orchard:
Root Cellar Smoke House Clothes Line
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